Warm springs brings an early demo
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THE regular crop damonsirations af UWS Hawkesbury campus al Richmand are gatherng mameantum as
local farmers and vaegetabla industry peapla cottan-on o the huge benafits thaey can get from seaing
how diffarant varatias of vagatablas fare in Hawkasbury canditions.

The latest ‘dema’ al the university's field vegetable demanstration farm an Friday, Dctober 24 had
actually baen slated for later in the saasan but warm spring conditions Brought the vegetables on earty.

About 20 vegetable industry people inspected an acre of 180 variaties of cabbages, caulifiowers, broceali
and crsphead and fancy lettuce fo halp them dacide what they will grow in the future. They also laarmt
about the latest crop protection technalogies.

Pregdent of NSW Frea Growars, Mars Muscal, said the damos weare a greal resource.

"The varaty-comparson demonsirations are vary usaful to growers as they show the parformance of frial
varetes against tha standard axisting commercial vanetias, side-by-sida.” ha soid.

"Ary rnew varnely that shows promise of replacing a standard varety at a cerfain time sot of yaar can be
idenlified early an. Growars can then assess a few of the batler ones on thair farm without having te
devate an araa of their farm o a ot of naw, unproven variaties that may or may nat perform to
commercial standards, rasulting in wasted time and maney.”

MEW Departmeant of Prirmary Industies’ distict horliculturst for field vegetabla crops, Leigh James, said tha
day was caled o show industry people, pariculary growars, haw the different vareties perfarmead after a
cold winter planting than maluring in warm b2 kot spring conditions.

"Growing crops over different seasons is difficult when growing for shiow on a sal date, aspecially when
fluctuations or extrarmas in temparalure are experencad.” ha soid.

"Spikas in spring temperatures can hasten predicted crep maturity by o few weaeks.”

Graharm Hical frem chemical campany Bayer CrapScience said the Richmond site also provided growers
wilh the cppeardunity la gauge the performance of new crop-protection chemicals on vagetable peasts
and disedses.

"The dema farm is a valuable resource that is wonted by the whola industry and has atfractad a kot of
interast and support in its aarly phasas,” he said.

And what's up naxt? The demo farm has newly-planted pumpkin, seeetcorm and broceoali in for
demansirations ovar sumrmer.
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